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Minutes – West Wales Regional Athletics Council
Friday 14th April 2023
The Old Inn, Penllergaer & Microsoft Teams Meeting

Present:     Rob Campion		   Chairman  
	Nathan Jones	            Secretary   
	Andrew Jenkins                  West Wales Club Manager
	John Elward 	            Officials Secretary – Online
	Lisa Campion	            Llanelli AAC
	Steve Hames	            Welfare Officer
	Wayne Griffiths	            Pembrokeshire Harriers
	Carol Jones	            Carmarthen Harriers
	Owain Schiavone	            Acting Mountain, Fell & Trail Running Representative
	
Apologies:             Les Cuthbert, Neil Thomas, Kevin Tobin, Jennifer Boyce, Aled Jones-Davies

1. Actions from Previous Meeting                    

a) None

2. Discussion
a) West Wales Outdoor Championships 2023 Timetable and Organisation
Championships moved to Carmarthen Athletics Track. Entries have been delayed to next week, until a decision has been made about the throwing circles. Provisional timetable has been set up by NJ with a change to field event order to previous years (combined age groups / less field events) and removal of 800m heats to finals as it’s likely they’ll be straight finals.

Agreed: Incorporating South & East Wales 1000m Walk and Steeplechase only
Entry fees agreed as: £6.00 1 event; £11.00 2 events; £15.00 3 events



b) UK Inter Counties Cross Country Championships in March
Saturday 11th March at Loughborough. Thanks to all the athletes, parents and coaches who travelled to the event and Rob for team managing. Good results all around, in the under 15 girls and under 17 men age groups in particular. Junior age groups well represented, disappointing response for U20/ seniors. Opportunities will continue for those who are prepared to travel.

c) Officials Development Day – 23rd April / 14th May
Officials development day coming up as part of the Swansea Harriers Outdoor Track & Field Meeting and West Wales Outdoor Athletics Championships. Online sign up form is available on the website. A reminder about the development day, as well as the Field Judging course booking link will be sent to all entrants with the final timetable. Officials’ development day would count towards the first experience.

d) Welsh Junior League – West Wales Division (U15)
No communication from Welsh Athletics/competitions about the proposed league until the beginning of April 2023. West Wales have planned its own format on the proposed dates in May, June and August by Welsh Athletics with a 6 hour timetable. Entries are open, full event programme on offer for athletes with events capped, some age groups combined into boys and girls resulting in three field events (one long throw) taking place at one time.

Proposed timetables from Welsh Athletics include reduced events in each with some only getting 1/3 opportunity to take part in their preferred event this summer.
Welsh Athletics would like a meeting with West clubs. To be arranged on Wednesday.
South & East Wales have yet to confirm their plans for events. Meeting booked in on Tuesday.

Neath – 21 May; Carmarthen – June TBC (host club not yet confirmed); Swansea – August TBC

Clubs hosting the 3 WW Junior meetings responsible for paying costs/invoices. Whilst all host clubs pay for all associated meeting costs, they retain 100% of the entry fees from Open Track to cover these outgoings and also retain any excel income generated.

e) Youth Development League - Swansea
West Wales hosts, booked the track and refreshments for the double-header Midland Premier South/West at Swansea on 28th May. Contractors are coming down on 24th April to do a site visit, work hopefully will start straight away.
Bus share with Swansea for the trip to Yate.

f) Possibility of West Wales Region merchandise shop using the Welsh Athletics website
Welsh Athletics have set up a regional shop online, West Wales to decide on colours and what kit.

g) Regional Constitution & Development Plan
Constitution deferred to next meeting. Regional Development Plan money has been received and paid into the account.

h) Decision request – West Wales cross country and athletics teams appear on club websites for coaches to see who is selected e.g inter regional, inter counties
Request that cross country and athletics teams for regional competitions appear on club websites if the region isn’t interested in setting up its own website. Agreed that teams will be emailed to those that request. At this time, regional website not possible e.g costing


3. Information - Reports
a) General Council
No update to report.

b) Track and Field Committee
The last meeting was held on 5th April. Outlining the events and championships of the summer. Athletes moving up age groups in championships discussed. Qualifying events for field spread across two days mentioned, moving away from pools but challenge would be finding enough officials and travel time for West/North Wales and English clubs.

c) Officials Secretary
Drawing up a list of the various officiating duties for events. Officials secretary meeting next week.

d) Road Running/Cross Country Committee
There was a meeting scheduled for earlier this week. What would the region prefer as a venue for combined Inter Schools/Regional Cross Country Championships – Newtown or Mounmouth? Newtown as preference.

Helena Tipping Wrexham 10K – agreed to send a team – Selection would be based on expression of interest, then if more interest was expressed than team spaces available, the team would be selected on 10km power of 10 ratified performances between 1 January 2020 and either 4 June/2 July. Action for next meeting.

e) FMR Committee
West Wales Trail Running Championships at Devil’s Bridge on Saturday 29th April. Entries are open. British Inter Counties – Cumbria as location – 4 per team. Red Kite Challenge will be used as the trial race. Midweek Nant Yr Arian and Y Hafod races coming up too. News piece done with Dic, Owain and other athletes this week via online, radio and TV. 

f) Welfare Officer
Catch up meeting with Carl Williams recently.

g) West Wales Club Manager Update – Andrew Jenkins
Update on work programme across region, clubs and schools including club affiliation, first aid training. There will be an online list of upcoming school events for the summer – area events and cup/plate finals. 


h) Financial Report
              Balance at present - Community Account: £2,009.00, Savings Account: £10,506.00
     Still to be invoiced: Vest Purchase, Gazebo and meeting room hire. Awaiting all Club Contribution to UK YDL Upper Age Group.

4. AOB
None

5. Date of Next Meeting		WWRAC Meeting – Friday 9th June at 6:30pm (In person – Old Inn, Penllergaer & virtually online)
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